INCREDIBLE OBTCSENESS

"One frequently hears it said, 'After being
struck on the head with an axe it is a positive
pleasure to be beaten about the body with a
wooden club,*" said Fa Fei, "and the meaning
of the formerly elusive proverb is now explained.
Would it not be prudent to avail yourself at
length of the admittedly outrageous Tsin Lung's
services, so that this period of unworthy trial may
be brought to a distinguished close?"

" It is said, * Do not eat the fruit of the stricken
branch,1" replied Hien, **and this person will never
owe his success* to one who is so detestable in
his life and morals that with every facility for a
scholarly and contemplative existence he freely
announces his barbarous intention of becoming a
pirate. Truly the Dragon of Justice does but sleep
for a little time, and when he awakens all that
will be left of the mercenary Tsin Lung and those
who associate with him will scarcely be enough to
fill an orange skin."

"Doubtless it will be so," agreed Fa Fei, regret*
ting, however, that Hien had not been content to
prophesy a more limited act of vengeance, until,
at least, her father had come to a definite decision
regarding her own future. "Alas, though, the
Book of Dynasties expressly says, * The one-legged
never stumble,' and Tsin Lung is so morally ill-
balanced that the proverb may even apply to him."

"Do not fear,*' said Hien,   "It is elsewhere

written, 'Love and leprosy few escape/ and the

spirit of Tsin Lung's destiny is perhaps even at

this moment lurking unsuspected behind some

eeret place."

"If," exclaimed a familiar voice, "the secret place
lluded to should chance to be a hollow cedar-tree
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